Dear St. Paul’s Family,
The bulletin has been formatted for 8½ X 11 paper for easier printing.

If you cannot zoom in, at least you have the bulletin. 
You may still join the cathedral in Baltimore  online on Sunday too, should you wish.
If you would like to join the ecumenical monastic community of Taize for daily offices (prayers/eucharist),  go to: http://www.taize.fr/en_article27540.html
ST. PAUL'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
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                     www.stpaulsmtairy.org

Fifth Sunday of Easter
        May 10, 2020     
     
THE HOLY EUCHARIST 
  9:00 a.m. Service ~ Rite II ~ Page 355

Page numbers refer to the Book of Common Prayer
+Before the service be in quiet communion with The Lord. During the service let The Lord speak to you. After the service speak to one another+
THE WORD OF GOD 

Prayers for Worship

Opening Acclamation  
     
Celebrant: Christ is risen! Alleluia! Alleluia!
People:     Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! Alleluia!
Hymn of Praise     “Gloria”  (Taizé version)

Collect of the Day

Celebrant:    The Lord be with you. 
People:         And also with you. 
Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so perfectly to know your Son Jesus Christ to be the way, the truth, and the life, that we may steadfastly follow his steps in the way that leads to eternal life; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
 (First Lesson):  A reading from Acts (7:55-60)
Filled with the Holy Spirit, Stephen gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. “Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!” But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed together against him. Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he died. 

Reader:    The Word of the Lord.
People:    Thanks be to God

Psalm 31 (1-5, 15-16)
1 In you, O Lord, have I taken refuge;
let me never be put to shame; *
deliver me in your righteousness.
2 Incline your ear to me; *
make haste to deliver me.
3 Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe,
for you are my crag and my stronghold; *
for the sake of your Name, lead me and guide me.
4 Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, *
for you are my tower of strength.
5 Into your hands I commend my spirit, *
for you have redeemed me,
O Lord, O God of truth.
15 My times are in your hand; *
rescue me from the hand of my enemies,
and from those who persecute me.
16 Make your face to shine upon your servant, *
and in your loving-kindness save me."

(Second Lesson): A Reading from First Peter  (2:2-10)
Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into salvation— if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight, and like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. For it stands in scripture: “See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious; and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe, “The stone that the builders rejected has become the very head of the corner,” and “A stone that makes them stumble, and a rock that makes them fall.” They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.

Reader:    The Word of the Lord.
People:     Thanks be to God
Priest and People: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia (chanted)
(The Gospel): Celebrant:  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John  (14:1-14)
People:       Glory to you Lord Christ
Jesus said, “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. And you know the way to the place where I am going.” Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. If you know me, you will know my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.”  Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the Father who dwells in me does his works. Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I am going to the Father. I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.” 
Celebrant:  The Gospel of the Lord
People:       Praise be to you, Lord Christ

Priest and People: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia (chanted)
Homily 
   Father William Thompson-Uberuaga
Nicene Creed
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Prayers of the People ~ Fifth Sunday of Easter

Empowered by the Lord’s promise that he will do whatever we ask in his name, let us pray, saying: We ask this in Jesus’ name.

For the church of God and for its leaders, especially Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury; our Presiding Bishop, Michael; our Diocesan Bishop, Eugene and his assistant Bishop Robert; our Priest, Fr. William; all those exercising ministry here at St. Paul’s; for the Diocesan cycle of prayer: our companion Diocese of Puerto Rico; St Anne’s, Annapolis; St Luke’s, Eastport; St Margaret’s, Annapolis; John T. Smith; Walter V. L. Eversley; Portia R. C. Hirschman, that our lives may be for the glory of God alone,  let us pray: We ask this in Jesus’ name. 

For all nations, leaders and peoples of this wide earth, especially our president, Donald, and our Governor, Larry, that we may be delivered from human devices of oppression, and from false idols and futile ways, let us pray: We ask this in Jesus’ name.
For more vigorous efforts to unite all Christian peoples, lest factions and jealousies prevent the spread of the gospel, let us pray: We ask this in Jesus’ name.
For all who exercise the ministries of preaching and evangelizing, that their words may be full of the Spirit and of wisdom, let us pray: We ask this in Jesus’ name.
For those among us facing special challenges, especially: Nancy, Sandra, Stanley, Gerlinde, Natalie, Trudi, Dave, Pat, Landon, Bryan, Terri, Pam, Trish, Ruth, Joe, Sandra, Bill, Phyllis, Susan, Jaxon, Nathin, the Fentons; Erin, Shawn, Peyton, Maddy, Doris, and Chris, that they may find support in our care, let us pray: We ask this in Jesus’ name.
For this local community, that our belief in God will be deepened by the word and sacrament we share, let us pray: We ask this in Jesus’ name.

For St. Paul’s cycle of prayer: for all mothers and those that have been mothers to us, let us pray: We ask this in Jesus’ name.
God of our Lord Jesus Christ, we bring these and all our needs to you, filled with confidence in the power of Jesus’ name. Hear us and answer our prayers in your great wisdom and love. We ask this through Christ who is our risen Lord now and forever. Amen

Transition Prayer

God of all wisdom, Creator of all that is and all that is to be, help St. Paul’s navigate this season of change. When we are anxious, calm our fears; frustrated, still our doubts; angry, give us compassion. Help us to love and trust you and each other. With your help, we can address our challenges and our opportunities. Help us to become what you are calling us to be and calling us to do. Amen 
A Prayer for Those Affected by COVID-19:

O God of compassion, giver of life and health, we pray your healing mercies upon all who are in any way affected by the outbreak of the COVID-19 coronavirus. Comfort and sustain those who have been stricken; relieve their pain, and restore to them your gifts of gladness and strength. Grant to all in authority the courage to make wise decisions that are essential for the common good, and strengthen them to lead institutions that care for those whom they serve. Protect those who are compelled to work farms and fields, city streets and factories, that put them in danger with little pay. Watch over all first responders and those in the medical professions whose duty it is to care for the sick; guard them from all danger, and keep them safe in the knowledge that it is through their sacrifice and service that the health of the whole community is promoted. Mercifully accept these our prayers, O God of all comfort, and our only help in time of need. Amen. (Bishop Sutton’s Prayer)

Confession/Absolution
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The Peace

Celebrant:   The peace of the Lord be always with you

People:       And also with you. 
Birthday and Anniversary Prayers (as needed)
Prayers for Healing (as needed; we will “virtually” bless oil which you have at home, usually olive oil, from time to time, so that you may anoint yourselves, using your favorite prayers, during this special pandemic time; please let us know, if you have run out of blessed oil or are in need of some)

+ HOLY COMMUNION +

Come you who hunger and thirst for a deeper faith, for a better life, for a fairer world. Jesus invites all to be a guest at his table.

  

Eucharistic Prayer A                                       361

Sanctus
(spoken)    “Holy, Holy, Holy”   
367

The Lord’s Prayer  (contemporary version)    364


Breaking of the Bread and Presentation of the Gifts   

Celebrant:     Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed
                     for us:
People:         Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia!
Celebrant:     We break this bread to share in the body 
                     of Christ.

People:         We who are many are one body, for we 
                     all share the one bread.
Celebrant:    Behold what you are!

People:        We are the Body of Christ!
     






A Prayer for Receiving Communion in spirit and truth (cf. John 4:23).
O Lord, although at this time we are unable to receive you in our normal sacramental way, we do ask you to draw us as close as possible to you in spirit and in truth. May this experience be for us a special opportunity to take on your mind, and so to grow in union with everyone and every creature in your mystical body. Amen.


Special Easter Anthem (from the Eastern Church): (led by celebrant): Christ is risen from the dead. He conquered death by death. And to all those who lie in the grave, he granted life. 

Easter Blessing (by the Celebrant)  
Announcements and Dismissal                                            
                                                  +                                          
                                    Announcements
If you would like to join the ecumenical monastic community of Taize for daily offices (prayers/eucharist),  go to: http://www.taize.fr/en_article27540.html
For those who live alone or know others that do, the Maryland Department of Aging provides a free service, "Senior Call Check."   The purpose of this service is to give "peace of mind for those home alone."  It will place an automated daily call (land line or cell) to the individual at a regularly scheduled time.  If the call is not picked up after three attempts, the service will call the individual's designated person, on their behalf, to check on him/her.  All details, including how to sign up for this service, can be found at http://www.aging.maryland.gov or by calling, 1-866-502-0560.             Lee Hajek, Pastoral Care Team

Stephen Ministry: 
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Stephen Ministry is alive and well!  We want to be your caregiver in your time of loss, grief or pain.  Our ministry is a one-to- one confidential relationship between the minister (the caregiver) and you (the care receiver).  Please call Lee Hajek, 410-442-1641, if you want more information.
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[image: image4.wmf]Helping Hands Outreach 
The Helping Hands outreach team is ready to help you. Please let one of the team members know where you can use some help or call Dick Wilcher at his home at 301-829-3908 and we will schedule a time to help you. 
Schedule for the Coming Week 
Sunday, May 17,    9:00 a.m.  Holy Eucharist ~ Rite II  
                                 Zoom ~ With Fr. Bill’s at St. Paul’s                                                                     
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Pastoral Concerns
Pastoral issues and concerns are important to us. You may contact the Parish by phone #410-489-4411, Monday through Friday 9-12 noon or email, stpaulschurch-mtairy@verizon.net
Our Mission: 
To carry the good news of Jesus Christ into the community by word and deed and to help all people experience God’s presence in their daily live.
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