Dear St. Paul’s Family,
The bulletin has been formatted for 8½ X 11 paper for easier printing.

If you cannot zoom in, at least you have the bulletin. 
You may still join the cathedral in Baltimore  online on Sunday too, should you wish.
If you would like to join the ecumenical monastic community of Taize for daily offices (prayers/eucharist), they can go to: http://www.taize.fr/en_article27540.html
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Sixth Sunday of Easter
        May 17, 2020     
     
THE HOLY EUCHARIST 
  9:00 a.m. Service ~ Rite II ~ Page 355

Page numbers refer to the Book of Common Prayer
+Before the service be in quiet communion with The Lord. During the service let The Lord speak to you. After the service speak to one another+
THE WORD OF GOD 

Prayers for Worship

Opening Acclamation  
     
Celebrant: Christ is risen! Alleluia! Alleluia!
People:     Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! Alleluia!
Hymn of Praise     “Gloria”  (Taizé version)

Collect of the Day

Celebrant:    The Lord be with you. 
People:         And also with you. 
O God, you have prepared for those who love you such good things as surpass our understanding: Pour into our hearts such love towards you, that we, loving you in all things and above all things, may obtain your promises, which exceed all that we can desire; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
 (First Lesson):  A reading from Acts (17:22-31)
Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how extremely religious you are in every way. For as I went through the city and looked carefully at the objects of your worship, I found among them an altar with the inscription, ‘To an unknown god.’ What therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. The God who made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by human hands, nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all things. From one ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of the places where they would live, so that they would search for God and perhaps grope for him and find him—though indeed he is not far from each one of us. For ‘In him we live and move and have our being’; as even some of your own poets have said, ‘For we too are his offspring.’ Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold, or silver, or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of mortals. While God has overlooked the times of human ignorance, now he commands all people everywhere to repent, because he has fixed a day on which he will have the world judged in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.”
Reader:    The Word of the Lord.
People:    Thanks be to God
Psalm 66 (7-18)
7 Bless our God, you peoples; *
make the voice of his praise to be heard;
8 Who holds our souls in life, *
and will not allow our feet to slip.
9 For you, O God, have proved us; *
you have tried us just as silver is tried.
10 You brought us into the snare; *
you laid heavy burdens upon our backs.
11 You let enemies ride over our heads;
we went through fire and water; *
but you brought us out into a place of refreshment.
12 I will enter your house with burnt-offerings
and will pay you my vows, *
which I promised with my lips
and spoke with my mouth when I was in trouble.
13 I will offer you sacrifices of fat beasts
with the smoke of rams; *
I will give you oxen and goats.
14 Come and listen, all you who fear God, *
and I will tell you what he has done for me.
15 I called out to him with my mouth, *
and his praise was on my tongue.
16 If I had found evil in my heart, *
the Lord would not have heard me;
17 But in truth God has heard me; *
he has attended to the voice of my prayer.
18 Blessed be God, who has not rejected my prayer, *
nor withheld his love from me.

(Second Lesson): A Reading from First Peter  
(3:13:22)

Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? But even if you do suffer for doing what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do not be intimidated, but in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your defense to anyone who demands from you an accounting for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and reverence. Keep your conscience clear, so that, when you are maligned, those who abuse you for your good conduct in Christ may be put to shame. For it is better to suffer for doing good, if suffering should be God's will, than to suffer for doing evil. For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, in which also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, who in former times did not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved through water. And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you-- not as a removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him. 
Reader:    The Word of the Lord.
People:     Thanks be to God
Priest and People: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia (chanted)
(The Gospel): Celebrant:  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John (14:15-21)

People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Jesus said, “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides with you, and he will be in you.

“I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. In a little while the world will no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. On that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. They who have my commandments and keep them are those who love me; and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them.
Celebrant:  The Gospel of the Lord
People:       Praise be to you, Lord Christ

Priest and People: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia (chanted)
Homily 
   Father William Thompson-Uberuaga
Nicene Creed
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Prayers of the People ~ The Sixth Sunday of Easter

Let us now demonstrate the hope that fills our hearts by turning to God in prayer, saying: Lord, hear our prayer. 

Empower with your Spirit, O Lord, all ministers of the gospel, especially Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury; our Presiding Bishop, Michael; our Diocesan Bishop, Eugene; our assisting Bishop Robert; our Priest, Fr. William; all those exercising ministry here at St. Paul’s; for the Diocesan cycle of prayer: our companion Diocese of Puerto Rico; St Martin’s in-the-Field, Severna Park; St Philip’s, Annapolis; St Stephen’s – Severn Parish; Mothers Adrien P. Dawson and Annette M. Chappell and Father Mark A. Stanley, that they may preach the word boldly and without apology. Lord, hear our prayer.
Empower with your Spirit, O Lord, all leaders of nations, especially our president, Donald, and our Governor, Larry, that they may be unrelenting in their quest for peace. Lord, hear our prayer.
Empower with your Spirit, O Lord, all the suffering peoples of this world, especially those who suffer for doing right. Lord, hear our prayer.
Empower with your Spirit, O Lord, those among us who experience desolation, especially those for whom God seems most remote. Lord, hear our prayer.
Empower with your Spirit. O Lord, all the sick and those with special challenges, especially Nancy, Sandra, Stanley, Gerlinde, Natalie, Trudi, Dave, Landon, Bryan, Terri, Pam, Trish, Ruth, Joe, Sandra, Bill, Phyllis, Susan, Jaxon, Nathin,  Erin, Shawn, Peyton, Maddy, Doris, and Chris, that they may find life. Lord, hear our prayer.
May those of our parish who have entered into eternal life now know the full empowerment of the Spirit, especially Patricia Marquis, and may their families and loved ones know your consolation. Lord, hear our prayer.
Empower with your Spirit, O Lord, the newly baptized, that they may never cease to praise you for the hope that fills their hearts. Lord, hear our prayer.
Empower with your Spirit, O Lord, St. Paul’s cycle of prayer:  may we know the Spirit’s presence in Spring and signs of new life. Lord, hear our prayer.

Gracious God, it is in the power of your abundant and life giving Spirit that we call upon you in prayer. Deepen our hope in your presence and your promise; hear us in your tender love, now and forever. Amen.
Transition Prayer

God of all wisdom, Creator of all that is and all that is to be, help St. Paul’s navigate this season of change. When we are anxious, calm our fears; frustrated, still our doubts; angry, give us compassion. Help us to love and trust you and each other. With your help, we can address our challenges and our opportunities. Help us to become what you are calling us to be and calling us to do. Amen 

A Prayer for Those Affected by COVID-19:

O God of compassion, giver of life and health, we pray your healing mercies upon all who are in any way affected by the outbreak of the COVID-19 coronavirus. Comfort and sustain those who have been stricken; relieve their pain, and restore to them your gifts of gladness and strength. Grant to all in authority the courage to make wise decisions that are essential for the common good, and strengthen them to lead institutions that care for those whom they serve. Protect those who are compelled to work farms and fields, city streets and factories, that put them in danger with little pay. Watch over all first responders and those in the medical professions whose duty it is to care for the sick; guard them from all danger, and keep them safe in the knowledge that it is through their sacrifice and service that the health of the whole community is promoted. Mercifully accept these our prayers, O God of all comfort, and our only help in time of need. Amen. (Bishop Sutton’s Prayer)

Confession/Absolution
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The Peace

Celebrant:   The peace of the Lord be always with you

People:       And also with you. 
Birthday and Anniversary Prayers (as needed)
Prayers for Healing (as needed; we will “virtually” bless oil which you have at home, usually olive oil, from time to time, so that you may anoint yourselves, using your favorite prayers, during this special pandemic time; please let us know, if you have run out of blessed oil or are in need of some)

[image: image2.jpg]Where Charity and Love Prevail

706

gg» j - .t . = L ra
|, Where char - i - ty and love pre - vail,
2. With  grate - ful joy and ho - ly fear
3, For - give we now each oth - er’s faults
4. Let strife a - mong us be un - known,
5. Let us re - call that in our  midst
6. No race nor creed can love ex - clude
—_— = ==
% == e
There God is ev - er found; Brought here to - geth - er
God’s char -i - ty we learn; Let us with heart and
As we our faults con - fess; And let us love each
Let all con-ten - tion cease; Be God’s the glo - ry
Dwells God’s be - got - ten  Son; As mem - bers of  his
If hon-ored be God’s name; Our fam - i - ly em-
=
e t
e
by Christ’s love, By love are we thus bound.
mind and  soul Now love God in re - turn.
_oth - er  well In  Chris-tian ho - li - ness.
that  we  seek, Be ours God’s ho - ly peace.
bod - y joined, We are in Christ made one.
brac - es all Whose Fa - ther is  the same.



Offertory Hymn “Where Charity and Love Prevail”
+ HOLY COMMUNION +
Come you who hunger and thirst for a deeper faith, for a better life, for a fairer world. Jesus invites all to be a guest at his table.

  

Eucharistic Prayer A                                       361

Sanctus
(spoken)    “Holy, Holy, Holy”   
367

The Lord’s Prayer  (contemporary version)    364


Breaking of the Bread and Presentation of the Gifts   

Celebrant:     Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed
                     for us:
People:         Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia!
Celebrant:     We break this bread to share in the body 
                     of Christ.

People:         We who are many are one body, for we 
                     all share the one bread.
Celebrant:    Behold what you are!

People:        We are the Body of Christ!
     





A Prayer for Receiving Communion in spirit and truth (cf. John 4:23).
O Lord, although at this time we are unable to receive you in our normal sacramental way, we do ask you to draw us as close as possible to you in spirit and in truth. May this experience be for us a special opportunity to take on your mind, and so to grow in union with everyone and every creature in your mystical body. Amen.


Special Easter Anthem (from the Eastern Church): (led by celebrant): Christ is risen from the dead. He conquered death by death. And to all those who lie in the grave, he granted life. 

Easter Blessing (by the Celebrant)  
Dismissal  
Priest: Let us bless the Lord, alleluia, alleluia. (chanted)

People: Thanks be to God, alleluia, alleluia. (chanted) 
Fellowship and announcements: facilitated by the Chief Warden via zoom immediately following the Eucharist                                         
                                                 +                                          
                                    Announcements

Happy Birthday to: Gerlinde Pflaumer-Yeater

Happy Anniversary to: Ron & Kathleen Alexander


If you would like to join the ecumenical monastic community of Taize for daily offices (prayers/eucharist), they can go to: http://www.taize.fr/en_article27540.html
Schedule for the Coming Week 

Sunday, May 24,    9:00 a.m.  Holy Eucharist ~ Rite II  

                                 Zoom ~ With Fr. Bill’s at St. Paul’s 
                                                                    
Senior Call Check For those who live alone or know others that do, the Maryland Department of Aging provides a free service, "Senior Call Check."   The purpose of this service is to give "peace of mind for those home alone."  It will place an automated daily call (land line or cell) to the individual at a regularly scheduled time.  If the call is not picked up after three attempts, the service will call the individual's designated person, on their behalf, to check on him/her.  All details, including how to sign up for this service, can be found at http://www.aging.maryland.gov or by calling, 1-866-502-0560.        Lee Hajek, Pastoral Care Team
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Pastoral Concerns

Pastoral issues and concerns are important to us. You may contact the Parish by phone #410-489-4411, Monday through Friday 9-12 noon or email, stpaulschurch-mtairy@verizon.net
Our Mission: 

To carry the good news of Jesus Christ into the community by word and deed and to help all people experience God’s presence in their daily lives.Invisible focusable element for fixing accessibility issue
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