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Eighth Sunday after Pentecost

       July 26, 2020     

Mass on the Grass
     
THE HOLY EUCHARIST 
  9:00 a.m. Service ~ Rite II ~ Page 355

Page numbers refer to the Book of Common Prayer
+Before the service be in quiet communion with The Lord. During the service let The Lord speak to you. After the service speak to one another+
THE WORD OF GOD 

Prayers for Worship

Opening Acclamation  
     
Celebrant: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People:   And blessed be the kingdom, now and forever. Amen.
Celebrant (3x): Holy God, Holy and Mighty, Holy Immortal One,
People: Have mercy upon us.

Collect of the Day

Celebrant:    The Lord be with you. 
People:         And also with you.
Celebrant: Let us pray.

O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without whom nothing is strong, nothing is holy: Increase and multiply upon us your mercy; that, with you as our ruler and guide, we may so pass through things temporal, that we lose not the things eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

A Reading from the Letter to the Romans (8:26-39)
The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. And God, who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.

We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called according to his purpose. For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a large family. And those whom he predestined he also called; and those whom he called he also justified; and those whom he justified he also glorified.

What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? He who did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also give us everything else? Who will bring any charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies. Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is written,

“For your sake we are being killed all day long;
we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.” 

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
Lector:    Hear what the Spirit is saying to the people.
People:  Thanks be to God

Psalm 119 (129-136)

129 Your decrees are wonderful; *

therefore I obey them with all my heart.

130 When your word goes forth it gives light; *

it gives understanding to the simple.

131 I open my mouth and pant; *

I long for your commandments.

132 Turn to me in mercy, *

as you always do to those who love your Name.

133 Steady my footsteps in your word; *

let no iniquity have dominion over me.

134 Rescue me from those who oppress me, *

and I will keep your commandments.

135 Let your countenance shine upon your servant *

and teach me your statutes.

136 My eyes shed streams of tears, *

because people do not keep your law.

Celebrant:  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew (13:31-33, 44-52)
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Jesus put before the crowds another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his field; it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.” 

He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.”

“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and hid; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; on finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it.

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of every kind; when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out the bad. So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

“Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” And he said to them, “Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.”
Celebrant:  The Gospel of the Lord.       
People:  Praise be to you, Lord Christ.
Homily 
     Father William Thompson-Uberuaga
Affirmation of Faith                              (Daily Prayer, 4)
We believe in God, Creator of all: The two-legged, the four-legged, the winged ones, and those that crawl upon the earth and swim in the waters.
We believe in God, One Who Walked with Us: Our Brother Jesus born in humility, who lived and died for us and who will come again to bring us to glory.

We believe in God, Spirit with Us: Ever present and ever guiding, upholding us and showing us the [way to live.] We hear God’s voice through the prophets.

Creator, One Who Walked with Us, Spirit with Us, Holy One: We are named in the waters of baptism as your own, all of us related, all of us your children. We watch for signs of your homecoming and thank you for this sacred circle of life. Amen.

Prayers of the People 
Eighth Sunday after Pentecost

Lest the Word of God return empty to the heavens, let us turn our hearts to the needs of others and plant the seeds of justice, saying: In mercy, hear us.
For the Christian churches through the world, especially: Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury, and Michael, our presiding Bishop; for Eugene, our Bishop, and our assisting Bishop, Robert; our Priest, Fr. William, and all who are engaged in ministry at our parish; for the Diocesan cycle of prayer: our companion Diocese of Puerto Rico; Grace, Darlington; Holy Cross, The Rocks; Holy Trinity, Churchville; Kristen Farrington; David G. Showers; Mary Luck Stanley; V. Ann Boyd; St. Paul’s cycle of prayer: Rachel & Riley Long, Carey & Kathleen McIntosh, that together we may harvest compassion in an abundance of mercy, we pray: hear us.

That leaders of government, especially our president, Donald, and our Governor, Larry, attend to Christ’s call of peace, we pray: hear us.
For farmers, harvesters, and migrant workers, and for an end of injustice toward those who work the land, we pray: hear us.
That people of the earth may honor and respect the natural resources of the planet, and for an end to the consumerism that encourages ravage, we pray:  hear us.
For the catechumens in our communities, that fertile in faith they may be a soil rich in receptivity, we pray, hear us.
For all the sick and those with special needs, especially: Nancy, Sandra, Stanley, Gerlinde, Natalie, Trudi, Dave, Bryan, Terri, Pam, Trish, Ruth, Joe, Sandra, Bill, Phyllis, Susan, Jaxon, Nathin, Doris, Chris, and the Sharp family, and for all the oppressed, that the reign of God will hold sway in all human life, we pray hear us.
Thankful for our parish ancestors in the communion of saints, together with them we commend one another to Christ our Lord. To you, O Lord.
Blessed and praised are you, O God, for the word of your mouth. In your mercy, listen to all who call to you in faith. Let your word find root in our lives. We pray in the name of your child Jesus, who lives with you in the power of the Spirit, forever. Amen.

                  
A Prayer for St. Paul’s as a Parish in Transition

God of all wisdom, Creator of all that is and all that is to be, help St. Paul’s navigate this season of change. When we are anxious, calm our fears; frustrated, still our doubts; angry, give us compassion. Help us to love and trust you and each other. With your help, we can address our challenges and our opportunities. Help us to become what you are calling us to be and calling us to do. Amen 

A Prayer for Those Affected by COVID-19:

O God of compassion, giver of life and health, we pray your healing mercies upon all who are in any way affected by the outbreak of the COVID-19 coronavirus. Comfort and sustain those who have been stricken; relieve their pain, and restore to them your gifts of gladness and strength. Grant to all in authority the courage to make wise decisions that are essential for the common good, and strengthen them to lead institutions that care for those whom they serve. Protect those who are compelled to work farms and fields, city streets and factories, that put them in danger with little pay. Watch over all first responders and those in the medical professions whose duty it is to care for the sick; guard them from all danger, and keep them safe in the knowledge that it is through their sacrifice and service that the health of the whole community is promoted. Mercifully accept these our prayers, O God of all comfort, and our only help in time of need. Amen. (Bishop Sutton’s Prayer)

Confession/Absolution


    360

The Peace

Celebrant:   The peace of the Lord be always with you

People:       And also with you. 
Birthday and Anniversary Prayers (as needed)
Prayers for Healing (as needed; we will “virtually” bless oil which you have at home, usually olive oil, from time to time, so that you may anoint yourselves, using your favorite prayers, during this special pandemic time; please let us know, if you have run out of blessed oil or are in need of some)

+ HOLY COMMUNION +
Come you who hunger and thirst for a deeper faith, for a better life, for a fairer world. Jesus invites all to be a guest at his table.

  

Eucharistic Prayer B                                     367

Sanctus
(spoken)    “Holy, Holy, Holy”   
367

The Lord’s Prayer  (contemporary version)    364

Breaking of the Bread and Presentation of the Gifts   

Celebrant:     We break this bread to share in the body 
                     of Christ.

People:         We who are many are one body, for we 
                     all share the one bread.
Celebrant:    Behold what you are!

People:        We are the Body of Christ!
     





A Prayer for Receiving Communion in spirit and truth (cf. John 4:23).
O Lord, although at this time we are unable to receive you in our normal sacramental way, we do ask you to draw us as close as possible to you in spirit and in truth. May this experience be for us a special opportunity to take on your mind and heart, and so to grow in union with all in your mystical body. Amen.

Blessing (By Celebrant)
 Dismissal  
Priest:    Let us bless the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God. 
Fellowship and announcements: facilitated by the Chief Warden via zoom immediately following the Eucharist                               
                                                  +                                          
                                    Announcements

Happy Anniversary to: Linda & Ron Sharp 

If you would like to join the ecumenical monastic community of Taize for daily offices (prayers/eucharist), they can go to: http://www.taize.fr/en_article27540.html

Schedule for the Coming Week 

Sunday, August 2,    9:00 a.m.  Holy Eucharist ~ Rite II
                               Zoom ~ With Fr. Bill’s at St. Paul’s 
                     
Pastoral Concerns

Pastoral issues and concerns are important to us. You may contact the Parish by phone #410-489-4411, Monday through Friday 9-12 noon or email, stpaulschurch-mtairy@verizon.net
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Our Mission: 

To carry the good news of Jesus Christ into the community by word and deed and to help all people experience God’s presence in their daily lives.    
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