ST. PAUL'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

[image: image4.wmf]16457 OLD FREDERICK ROAD 

 MOUNT AIRY, MD 21771

(410)-489-4411

stpaulschurch-mtairy@verizon.net
                     www.stpaulsmtairy.org

Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost

       October 4, 2020     
THE HOLY EUCHARIST 
  9:00 a.m. Service ~ Rite II ~ Page 355

Page numbers refer to the Book of Common Prayer
+Before the service be in quiet communion with The Lord. During the service let The Lord speak to you. After the service speak to one another+
THE WORD OF GOD 

Prayers for Worship

Opening Acclamation  
     
Celebrant: Blessed be God: + Father, Son, 
                 and Holy Spirit.
People:    And blessed be the kingdom, now and 
                forever. Amen.
Celebrant (3x): Holy God, Holy and Mighty,
                        Holy Immortal One,
People: Have mercy upon us.
Confession/Absolution                                   360

Collect of the Day

Celebrant:    The Lord be with you. 
People:         And also with you.
Celebrant: Let us pray.
Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than we to pray, and to give more than we either desire or deserve: Pour upon us the abundance of your mercy, forgiving us those things of which our conscience is afraid, and giving us those good things for which we are not worthy to ask, except through the merits and mediation of Jesus Christ our Savior; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

A Reading from the Letter to the Philippians 
                                                               (3:4b-14)
If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless.

Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. More than that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead.

Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it my own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.

Lector: Hear what the Spirit is saying to the people.
People: Thanks be to God 

Psalm 80:(7-14)
7 Restore us, O God of hosts; *
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.
8 You have brought a vine out of Egypt; *
you cast out the nations and planted it.

9 You prepared the ground for it; *
it took root and filled the land.
10 The mountains were covered by its shadow *
and the towering cedar trees by its boughs.
11 You stretched out its tendrils to the Sea *
and its branches to the River.
12 Why have you broken down its wall, *
so that all who pass by pluck off its grapes?
13 The wild boar of the forest has ravaged it, *
and the beasts of the field have grazed upon it.

14 Turn now, O God of hosts, look down from heaven;
behold and tend this vine; *
preserve what your right hand has planted.

Celebrant: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus             Christ according to Matthew (21:33-46)

   People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Jesus said, “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went to another country. When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his produce. But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. Again he sent other slaves, more than the first; and they treated them in the same way. Finally he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.” So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death, and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce at the harvest time.” 

Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures: 

‘The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone; 

this was the Lord’s doing,
and it is amazing in our eyes’? 

Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people that produces the fruits of the kingdom. The one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.” 

When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he was speaking about them. They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because they regarded him as a prophet.

Celebrant:  The Gospel of the Lord.     
People:      Praise be to you, Lord Christ.
Homily      Father William Thompson-Uberuaga 
Nicene Creed                                               358
Prayers of the People 

The Christian church is the vineyard of the Lord, with all its needs and problems: growing the grapes, making the wine, managing the Lord’s work. Let us pray to the Lord of the vineyard, saying: Lord, hear our prayer.

That the fruit of our common prayer and ministry be the eucharistic wine which will soon unite all in Christ the Vine and make us one, let us pray to the Lord of the vineyard: Lord, hear our prayer.


That our leaders in both church: especially Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury, and Michael, our Presiding Bishop; Eugene, our Bishop, and Robert, our assisting Bishop; William, our priest, and all those doing ministry with him here at St. Paul's; for the Diocesan cycle of prayer: our companion Diocese of Puerto Rico;  St Luke’s, Brownsville; St Mark’s, Lappans; St Paul’s, Sharpsburg; John T. Verdon; Elizabeth M. Sipos; Christopher M. Garcia; and in state: especially our president, Donald, and our Governor, Larry; St. Paul’s cycle of prayer: Phyllis Weston and family, may accept their stewardship and accountability to God, and that there may be a rich harvest, let us pray to the Lord of the vineyard: Lord, hear our prayer.


That the peace of God which is beyond all understanding may lift from our suffering world its burdens of anxiety, war, violence, oppression, poverty, and disease, and that God’s fruitfulness will give life to all in need especially: Nancy, Sandra, Stanley, Gerlinde, Natalie, Trudi, Dave, Bryan, Terri, Pam, Trish, Ruth, Joe, Sandra, Bill, Phyllis, Susan, Jaxon, Nathin, Doris, Chris, the Sharp family,  Stephen, the Gallagher family, Lee, and the Harrington family, let us pray to the Lord of the vineyard: Lord, hear our prayer.  
                        

That the Lord’s vineyard may quickly extend its healthy branches through the world, sheltering the peoples with Christ’s gentleness and loving-kindness, let us pray to the Lord of the vineyard: Lord, hear our prayer.       
                   

That Jesus, the stone which the builders rejected, may be recognized as the keystone of church and creation, let us pray to the Lord of the vineyard: Lord, hear our prayer.

Let us be mindful of those, especially of our parishioners, and of those taken from us by the global pandemic, who have entered into the life of eternity, that they know the fullness of life, united with God in the communion of the faithful, let us pray to the Lord of the vineyard: Lord, hear our prayer.

For our special intentions, whether held in our hearts or also expressed now by word … [wait for intentions to be expressed] …, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, hear our prayer.

Lord of the harvest, we pray that our global Christian community may fulfill your Son’s prayer and that we may soon be one in the name of Christ as he is in you, his Father, in the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen

A Prayer for St. Paul’s as a Parish in Transition

O Spirit of discernment and courage, guide our transition committees, our vestry, and all of us that we might arrive collegially to the decisions about our parish’s future to which we are called. May we follow your guiding light, knowing that you will support us with your strength, as you lead us through the moments of decision-making. Amen 

A Prayer for Those Affected by COVID-19:

O God, you are a good and compassionate God, the lover of us all. May all of us reflect in thought and action your goodness and compassion to all those challenged or afflicted in any way by the current pandemic: those who are sick, especially critically so, and those attending to them as first responders; and those whose jobs and professions place them in special danger and afflict them with special needs or fears. Keep us sensitive and alert, ready to offer your compassion and care to one another as we can and must. Amen. 

The Peace

Celebrant:   The peace of the Lord be always with you

People:       And also with you. 
Birthday and Anniversary Prayers (as needed)
Prayers for Healing (as needed; we will “virtually” bless oil which you have at home, usually olive oil, from time to time, so that you may anoint yourselves, using your favorite prayers, during this special pandemic time; please let us know, if you have run out of blessed oil or are in need of some)

+ HOLY COMMUNION +
Come you who hunger and thirst for a deeper faith, for a better life, for a fairer world. Jesus invites all to be a guest at his table.

  
Eucharistic Prayer B                                       367

Sanctus
(spoken)    “Holy, Holy, Holy”   
367

The Lord’s Prayer  (contemporary version)    364
Breaking of the Bread and Presentation of the Gifts   

Celebrant:     We break this bread to share in the body 
                     of Christ.

People:         We who are many are one body, for we 
                     all share the one bread.
Celebrant:    Behold what you are!

People:        We are the Body of Christ!
     





A Prayer for Receiving Communion in spirit and truth (cf. John 4:23).
O Lord, although at this time some of us are unable to receive you in our normal sacramental way, we ask you to draw us as close as possible to you and to one another in spirit and in truth. May this experience be for all of us a special opportunity to take on your mind and heart, nurturing the union of us all in your mystical body. Amen.

Blessing (By Celebrant)

Dismissal  
Priest:      Let us bless the Lord.
People:   Thanks be to God. 
Fellowship and announcements: facilitated by the Chief Warden via zoom immediately following the Eucharist                       
                                             +                                          
                                Announcements

Each month St. Paul’s would like to honor a parishioner with notes and or calls.  For the month of October, Polly Moore has been selected. 
Please let her know you are thinking and praying for her during the month.
Her address is:  Ms. Polly Moore
                          1960 Old Annapolis Rd,
                          Woodbine, MD 21797 
                          410-489-5343

If you would like to join the ecumenical monastic community of Taizé for daily offices (prayers/eucharist), you can go to: http://www.taize.fr/en_article27540.html

Schedule for the Coming Week 

Sunday, October 11, 9:00 a.m.  
                                            Holy Eucharist ~ Rite II
                               Zoom (request join number, if not on parish list) or Facebook live ~ With Fr. Bill at St. Paul’s; Facebook is recorded (search: St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Poplar Springs, MD) 
                     
Pastoral Concerns
Pastoral issues and concerns are important to us. You may contact the Parish by phone #410-489-4411, Monday through Thursday 9-12 noon or email, stpaulschurch-mtairy@verizon.net                
	
	
	


Vestry Officers

Senior Warden: Jeff Spaulding  Treasurer:  Linda Sharp
                          443-277-8326                     410-655-1979

Junior Warden:  Pete McIntosh   Registrar: Nancy McIntosh
                          410-984-3363                     410-489-4356


Vestry Members:

Wendy Gahm       410-259-8249   Stephen Jones  410-489-9349

William Toole        410-489-2571   Phyllis Weston  410-442-2422

Kathleen Alexander443-266-7341 Suzanne Bourg 410-442-1350       























Our Mission: 
To carry the good news of Jesus Christ into the community by word and deed and to help all people experience God’s presence in their daily lives.
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