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Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

 As of this writing, we have had two successful ReGathered Sundays in Church. Thanks to the 
faithful preparation of men and women of Christ Church, both services were concluded in just under 
45 minutes, and everything went as well as can be given the restrictions and guidelines we follow in 
the Diocesan Phase Orange Covenant. I thank everyone who attended and everyone who made the 
preparations and who have helped out on our first two Holy Communion Sundays! 

 We will continue to have Holy Communion with people in the church on the Second and 
Fourth Sunday of each month (October 13 & 27) until we feel it is safe to add additional dates to our 
schedule. We still have a number of people who for reasons of self-care want to worship only via our 
Live Stream (which is every week), and the opportunity it affords to add singing to the service, which 
is currently prohibited when people are in church in Phase Orange. 

 I will be meeting with the Vestry by Zoom on Wednesday, October 7. If you have any          
questions or suggestions regarding our current worship schedule, feel free to communicate with one 
of them before that meeting. I will also begin discussions on how we will handle Thanksgiving and 
Christmas services this year given the likelihood we will continue to be in Phase Orange. 

 We continue to attract between 25-40 people to our Live Stream Services on Sundays, and   
anywhere from 10-20 most days for our Monday thru Friday Noonday Prayer & More, which begins 
at 11:55am. In the Noonday Prayer services during the week, we read “course readings” in various 
books of the Bible, taking our passages from the Book of Common Prayer’s Daily Lectionary for Year 
Two (BCP 934 ff). There is reflection on the theological meanings of the texts, as well as how they 
relate to life today. We follow with one or more Poems that usually have theological references as 
well. Following the readings, we take Five Minutes of Centering, or Contemplative Prayer before 
concluding our Prayers for the day. I highly encourage you to join us and the people from beyond 
Christ Church across the country who have made Noonday Prayer & More a regular part of their life 
in Christ! 

 I would never have guessed four years ago that at this stage of 2020 I would still be here, and 
that we would be having services six days a week! Though it has been a technological challenge and 
learning curve, the benefits of daily prayer far outweigh the work involved. Thanks to all of you who 
join us online several days a week, I feel that my prayer-life has been deepened along with my        
experience of the Living God in Christ – which after all is why we are a parish at all! That, and serving 
one another, and others beyond our life as Rock Spring Parish.  

 Finally, as we enter the late fall and winter months, our expenses will be increasing. Please  
remember to send your Pledges and Contributions to: Christ Church Forest Hill, P.O. Box 215, Forest 
Hill, MD 21050. Or, better still, bring it with you on a Second or Fourth Sunday when we have Holy 
Communion as a ReGathered Parish in the Diocese of Maryland! 

 Yours in Christ, 

 Father Kirk+ 

 



 The Right Reverend William Burrill, retired Bishop of the Diocese of Rochester, was a leader in 
Church Stewardship. He often reminded us that the Structure of The Episcopal Church had three        
dimensions: An International Church as part of the Anglican Communion, Dioceses, and Local Parishes. 
All three dimensions are part of what the current Presiding Bishop Michael Curry likes to call The Jesus 
Movement. Bill Burrill likened the Local Parish as something like a Fire Station is for a city or larger   
municipality: it is there to respond to the needs of the local area that it serves as those sent by Jesus 
Christ to serve others – all others. While the Diocese organizes the Local Parishes to be able to engage 
ministries beyond the local area and that would take resources most parishes are not able to muster. 
Similarly, The Episcopal Church (TEC) enables us to participate in ministries around the world, some of 
which are beyond the reach of both the Local Parish and the Diocese. We are all members incorporated 
in the Body of Christ, and are all simultaneously active and supporting members of not only a local   
parish, but also the Diocese and TEC! 
 Local Parishes have annual meetings to report on our local mission work, evaluate that work, and 
commit to further ministries as we feel called. Each Diocese in turn has an annual Diocesan Convention 
to similarly evaluate what we have been doing and chart new initiatives in living into the Kingdom of 
God Jesus urges us to be through his life, death and Resurrection as outlined in the Gospels, Paul’s 
Letters, and all the books of the Old and New Testaments. Finally, The Episcopal Church meets every 
three years in General Convention to evaluate and chart the work we are all called to do nationally and 
internationally, since TEC has Dioceses far beyond the boundaries of the United States: in Central and 
South America, Asia, and Europe.  
 For those interested in the work of the Diocese of Maryland, you may look through the various 
documents of our most recent Virtual Convention here:  
https://episcopalmaryland.org/diocesan-governance/diocesan-convention/ 
Here you will find the addresses from both of our bishops, reports, resolutions and all sorts of             
information about our Diocese and the work we all do as a part of the Diocese of Maryland. 
 For those interested in The Episcopal Church, there is of course a page dedicated to the results 
of the last General Convention here: https://www.generalconvention.org/ 
Here you need to do a bit more digging around, but you can find the Blue Book of the 2018 General 
Convention which lists reports and resolutions, there is news about the upcoming 2021 General       
Convention which is supposed to be held in the Baltimore Convention Center, but may need to move to 
a Virtual Format.  
 A word about General Convention as I was a Deputy to Convention at the 2000 Convention in 
Denver. Like the US Government, there are two houses: The House of Deputies which is comprised of 
four clergy and four lay people from each Diocese, and the House of Bishops which is comprised of all 
active and some retired bishops. Any action of General Convention must pass both houses. There are 
committee meetings, amendments and all the familiar governing aspects we hear about in Washington 
DC. It is usually a Ten Day affair, and there is usually work to be taken back to the Diocese and Parishes.  
 We are all a part of all three Dimensions of The Episcopal Church, which enables us to send    
missionaries around the world, provide chaplains to hospitals and prisons, run feeding programs, and 
just about anything we can imagine Jesus wants us to do. We are part of a bigger Church, and for that 
we give thanks! 

Those People Who are Part of a Larger Church 

https://episcopalmaryland.org/diocesan-governance/diocesan-convention/
https://www.generalconvention.org/






Christ Church Vestry Minutes 

August 5, 2020  

[Virtual meeting via Zoom] 

 
Attendance:  Fr. Kirk, Lyn Edmunds, Lois Tidey, Molly Neal, Leigh Spicer, Laurie Morris, Leslie Amtmann,  
Marianne Kidd, Lynn Klein, Lloyd Merriam and Kate Davis. 
 
The meeting began at 7:05 PM. Fr. Kirk read a passage from Matthew about the Feast of the                          
Transfiguration, followed by contemplative silence. 
 
The vestry minutes from our last meeting on July 8th were approved. 
 
Rector’s report – Baltimore city has put any in-person church services on hold again, due to rising positivity 
rates of the virus. Parish annual meetings will likely need to be virtual for the time being, until it is safe for 
large gatherings.  
Our online services continue to grow in attendance, which is very encouraging.  
Fr. Kirk is considering a vacation/break soon and will let us know when he has more details. 
 
Sr. Warden’s report – the ECW got together recently (following safety protocols) and celebrated the 100th 
anniversary of the passage of the 19th amendment (granted women the right to vote).  
Sanitization stations, which were purchased by the ECW, have now been installed.  
Molly has been in touch with all AA groups. The Friday night group has returned to meetings on the patio 
only. The leaders are feeling very responsible for their groups and following guidelines. 
The replacement part needed to fix the A/C chiller in the church has been ordered, but hasn’t arrived, yet. 
We’re not sure if it will be under warranty, but we will find out. 
 
Jr. Warden’s report – Molly received an update from Dave M. He and Mary Jane are working on some 
cleanup in the basement of the parish hall. The fluorescent lights in the music room have an issue with the 
ballast – Molly will see if Ed can fix it; otherwise, an electrician may be needed. 
 
The new tentative plan for regathering is as follows: 
8/29 – test run with the vestry at 10am 
9/13 – first date to open the church for in-person service (communion will be served at end of service, on 
the way out). The service would need to be condensed/shortened to no more than 30 minutes. The service 
will also be livestreamed for anyone who chooses to attend virtually. 
Then, going forward: 
1st, 3rd and 5th Sundays of each month – livestream service only 
2nd and 4th Sundays of each month – in-person service + livestream option. 
 
An idea was presented that perhaps we could incorporate liturgical dance into the in-person service, since 
there would be no singing allowed. It would certainly be worth exploring. 
 
At 8:30pm, the meeting ended with an evening prayer from “Sounds of the Eternal” by John Philip Newell.   
 
Blessings, 
Kate Davis 



Christ Church Vestry Minutes 

September 16, 2020  

[Virtual meeting via Zoom] 
 

Attendance:  Fr. Kirk, Lyn Edmunds, Lois Tidey, Molly Neal, Leigh Spicer, Laurie Morris, Leslie Amtmann,  
Marianne Kidd, Lloyd Merriam and Kate Davis. 
 

The meeting began at 7:09 PM with contemplative prayer. 
 

The vestry minutes from our last meeting on August 5th were approved. 
 

Treasurer’s report – the balance in the checking account is currently $7,971, of which $6,218 is reserved. 
We have paid back 56% of the chiller loan, so far. The treasurer’s report was approved. 
 

Cemetery Committee report – we had a recent inquiry about a potential burial coming up. 
 

Rector’s report – on Saturday, 9/12, the first virtual Diocesan convention was held and it was very efficient/
productive. Each bishop gave an address and 6 resolutions were discussed. One major resolution that 
passed was for funding toward race reparations. The diocese is encouraging all parishes to explore our own 
church’s history as it relates to racial relations. The TedTalk by Ericcka Bridgeford (who founded and helps 
organize Baltimore’s Ceasefire weekends) is a highly recommended resource. 
 

Our first in-person service/re-gathering since the pandemic began was on Sunday, 9/13. It went very 
smoothly. We will continue this option twice a month (on the 2nd and 4th Sundays). A few takeaways/
suggestions for going forward are as follows: 
• Move offering plate to beside back table. 
• Communion will be distributed by Fr. Kirk at the end of the center aisle, rather than closer to the exit 

door.  
• Sign-in book will be moved to the Narthex, so incoming parishioners can receive an overview of          

procedures from greeter in a quieter space so as not to disturb service. 
• Have someone ring church bell before service begins. 
• Molly has asked the Men’s group to help with managing the Rota for ushers/greeters. Lyn E. also offered 

to help be part of the pool of ushers. 
 

Sr. Warden’s report – the Saturday AA group is back and meeting inside with 6-ft. spacing between seats. 
Other groups are also starting to regather. The aerobics group is in the process of submitting plans to       
regather. The Peacemakers quilting group is back on Tuesday mornings. Windows are kept open during 
meetings. We need to follow-up with Scott Slater at the diocese regarding the protocol for colder months 
when the heat will be on and windows can’t be kept open. 
 

An idea was presented to make it clear where to send donations (the PO Box address), especially for online 
viewers of the service, since we don’t have an online donation link at this time. Fr. Kirk will look into adding 
this to our Facebook live link, as well as including it in the weekly bulletin. 
 

The next meeting will be on 10/7. 
 

At 8:45pm, the meeting ended with a closing prayer.   
 

Blessings, 
Kate Davis 



 Born and raised in Jarrettsville, MD, I enjoy seeing the roots of old Harford County reach into the  
present day.  My mother Elizabeth “Ann” Landry’s roots come from Louisiana – which explains my love of 
Jazz and southern twang.  It was a serious faux pas when I chose to take 4 years of Spanish in high school 
instead of the French my grandmother spoke.  My father, Charles Getscher, his father was from Baltimore 
and his mother was from Havre de Grace.  The house my grandmother grew up in, with its old coal stove, 
stood on the corner where Bomboy’s Ice Cream now resides.  My Nana’s ability to cook seafood, crab cakes 
and ‘do-dabs’ (an English muffin like fried bread) was unparalleled to the majority of recipes today –          
unfortunately these recipes were lost when she passed at age 93 in 2001. 
 

I have two brothers, Bucky (15 yrs older) & Michael (10 yrs older), who continue to shake their heads in   
bewilderment at my choices and look out for me when they can.  While they have always been aware of the 
piano recitals I have consistently performed in since I was 4 years old, I’m pretty sure they are still under the 
impression I can still only play Chopstix.   
 

In 8th Grade, at North Harford Middle School, I vaguely remember encouraging my best friend to convince a 
boy named Scott Kidd to ask me to the 8th Grade Dance.  We went, had a great time, but then I attended 
John Carroll High School and he stayed at North Harford, never really speaking again.  I moved to Orlando, 
Florida ‘for the fun of it’ after graduating high school in 2002 and for the next 3 years partially attended     
college and worked full+ time managing a restaurant.  After moving home on April 1st (April fools to me!) of 
2005, I realized my love of music and began pursuing a music degree while working in Real Estate and     
hospitality.  Little did we know that 10 years after that harmless 8th Grade Dance, we would end up dating 
and married!   
 

Scott is a Baltimore County Building Inspector after many years of owning his own business as a contractor.  
Our home is in Pylesville and we attend the church we both grew up and got married in, St. Mary’s         
Pylesville.  We were very blessed when our son, Ezra, was born that my position as a Choir Director and 
working from home as an Insurance Adjuster allowed me to stay home with him.  Ezra has since grown like 
a weed and is now 8, and ecstatic that he just received his 1st Holy Communion in September after it being 
postponed from April.  The friend that convinced dad to ask mom to the 8th Grade dance is his Godmother :) 
This school year will be quite the experience as we will be homeschooling.  This mom will undoubtedly need 
her weekly dose of competing on her pool team (9-ball billiards) to keep her sanity at home! 
 

We have made many changes to the lil 1950’s house we purchased 10 years ago when we got married, and 
Scott continues to work hard on the two additions currently being built (have you heard the saying that a 
cobbler’s wife has holes in her shoes?).  If you know me, you will not be surprised to hear that I LOVE food, 
cooking and I love to entertain. One of the additions is a sunroom/dining room which will be able to            
accommodate our large extended family for Thanksgiving (the one holiday I don’t have to play a service!) 
which I look forward to cooking for every year.  Our traditional Thanksgiving includes friends, a massive 
buffet, and everyone brings empty containers.  I adamantly believe it is not Thanksgiving without leftovers!  
We love spending time with our family and friends, and treasure having a home where all who enter are 
considered family.               
          MGK 



USHERS NEEDED 

Harford County Public Library is holding a 
Virtual Library Series! 

Check out the Virtual Story Times at 
HCPLonline.org.  New videos will continue 
to be added through the end of the year. 

You may even see a familiar   
Christ Church face! 

Hand Me Down 

Marianne Kidd 
410-937-0865 
HMDHub@gmail.com 

The Hand Me Down Hub closet is              
overflowing!  Clothes of all sizes from infant 
to teen available -coats and shoes too!  
Send in a request for yourself or someone 
you know.  Bless a family near you with 
hand me downs as they prepare for the  

 Thank you Fr. Kirk for incorporating 
communion services in our continued 
worship at Christ Church. 

 Thank you Ed & Molly Neal for replacing 
the ballasts and bulbs in the Annex. 

 Thank you to the altar guild for your 
preparations and cleaning on  

     communion Sundays. 
 Thank you Dave Martell for your hard 

work keeping the grounds and flower 
beds groomed and beautiful! 

What a blessing you all are to me.  Thank you 
for the beautiful memories of making music 
together.  Thank you for your friendship and 
the lovely send-off.  You are forever in our 
hearts...until we see you again! 
    Love, 
          Bill & Laurie 

Christ Church  

 

Choir... 

DIRECTORY UPDATE 

Each Communion Sunday we need an usher 
to welcome and ensure congregants sign in 
as they enter Church.  Contact Molly Neal at 

rosie4us2@gmail.com to help!   

Please notify the office at 
ChristChrsp@gmail.com if any of your      

contact information has changed.   
Thank you! 



HTTPS://EPISCOPALMARYLAND.ORG 

Online Diocesan Youth Group 

Thursdays 4:30pm – 6:00pm 
Grades 6th-12th 

Every week from September 17 – May 2021 there will be a 
gaggle of youth from across the Diocese. Our time together 
will include check ins, prayers, and a rotation of games or 

Bible study using the Bible Project at Home.  

Tuesday, October 27, 2020 
6:00pm –6:40pm 

Virtual program, to be hosted by a celebrity emcee, that will include stories from scholars, an online  
auction, and a jazzy entertainment by the Greg Hatza ORGANization. Join in and listen to the stories our 
scholars have to share about their experiences and growth. The online auction will be available the week 

before and will end at the conclusion of the event . 

This year’s Vestry Vitality Day will focus on the model, “Gather, Transform, Send” from the College for 
Congregational Development. Our leader for the morning will be the Reverend Kristin Krantz, rector of St. 
James, Mt. Airy and diocesan director for the College for Congregational Development. The session will 
include large and small group work that is focused on the model and what it teaches participants about 
their congregations. This model encourages creative and adaptive thinking about mission and ministry. 
The session will conclude with a conversation about how this can be applied in congregations. 

Vestry members, wardens and clergy are encouraged to register. In order to insure sufficient time and full 
participation in small groups, registration is limited. 

Vestry Vitality Day 
Saturday, October 24, 2020 

9:00am –12:00pm 



JOIN  

US 

LIVE! 

www.Facebook.com/ChristChurchForestHill/ 
Or on our website:  

www.ChristChurchForestHill.org 

EVERY 
SUNDAY 
9:45 am 

  
Morning  

Prayer  
Service 

WEEKDAYS 
MONDAY-

FRIDAY 
12 pm   

 

Prayers  
for the Socially   

Isolated 

2nd & 4th Sunday of the month  
10 am at Christ Church 

Communion Service 



 

October 
Birthdays 

14 Jacob S. 
21 Susan S. 
24 Stacy L. 
24 Russell G. 
25 Lyn E. 
28 Len P. Jr. 
29 Meredith F. 

October Feast Days 

19  St. Luke the Evangelist 
 Ecclesiasticus 38:1-4,6-10,12-24 
 Psalm 147 OR Psalm 147:1-7 
 2 Timothy 4:5-13  
 Luke 4:14-21 

 

23  St. James of Jerusalem 
 Acts 15:12-22a 
 Psalm 1 
 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 
 Matthew 13:54-58 

 

28  St. Simon & St. Jude, Apostles 
 Deuteronomy 32:1-4 
 Psalm 119:89-96 
 Ephesians 2:13-22 
 John 15:17-27 

 

October 
Anniversaries 

3 Shirley & David Martell 
6 Brooke & Adam Eaton 
11 Doris Zendrian & Terry Hall 
19 Lois & Richard Tidey 
22 Stacy & Mark Lane 

Blessings Report: 

     September 6:    $2,300 
     September 13:  $2,160 
     September 20:  $935 
     September 27:   $1,875 
      

Please remember to mail 
your offering to: 

Christ Church 
P.O. Box 215 

Forest Hill, MD 21050 

We need $2,500 each week 
to meet our expenses.  

Thank you for your             
continued support. 

Please PRAY for those who are sick, or in any kind of need or difficulty, especially: 
For the residents of Harford Family House;  
For peace and understanding in Baltimore;  
For all the victims of recent  terror attacks throughout the world, especially Brussels, Nice, Syria, and Orlando;  
For the refugees leaving Syria in desperation;  
For those who suffer because of the extreme humanitarian crises in Central African Republic; Yemen;  
Horn of Africa; Guinea; Sierra Leone; Liberia; Pacific  
Islands; South Sudan; Middle East; Serbia; Macedonia; Greece; Burundi; Nigeria 
For all the people in the Middle East, that they can experience peace and stability in their lands   
For the victims of natural disasters such as Hurricanes Harvey and Irma 
For the families affected by gang and cartel violence in Central America. 
For the communities that have experienced Mass Shootings in the United States 
For families struggling with the health and economic side effects of the Corona Virus  

For those on our prayer list:  For Sue Tressler, Lynn Klein, Kevin & Linda, Anna Humphreys, Phil Klein, 
Betty Parker, Beverly Gomez, Tara Schatzel, Dan Moss, Charles Getscher, Ken Edmunds Jr, Robin, Keith Hamilton, 
Sharon Selke, Sharon Slaugenhoup, Joan Flatt, Lois Flatt, Caroline, Donald Heddy, Karen Fulcomer, Art Smith, Eliot, 
Rebecca, Louise, Carole, Becky, Ingrid Page, Lael, Jacqueline 

For our Missionary: Jean M. Baumbach 

For these parishioners who are unable to be with us every Sunday: 

George Rigdon; Vera Dalby; Glassell & Betty Parker; Anna Humphreys; Beth Hauser; Lyndon     

 

 



Sunday 
9am Bible Study 
9am Choir Practice 
10am Eucharist 

Monday 
9:30am  
     Jazzercise 
7pm AA  

Tuesday 
10am Quilters 
7pm Aerobics 
8:30pm AA 

Wednesday 
9:30am  
    Jazzercise 

Thursday 
7pm Aero-
bics 
8:30pm AA 
 
 

Friday 
9:30am  
   Jazzercise 
7 pm AA  

Saturday 
9am AA  
 
 

 
 
 

   1 2 3 
 

4    18th Sunday  
  After Pentecost  
 

9:45 am Live  
Streamed Service 

Church Open for in 
person worship 

 
AG– Molly N. 

5 6 
 

7 8 9 10 
 

11    19th Sunday  
  After Pentecost  
 
9:45 am Communion 

Service Live  
Streamed 

 
AG– Kate D. 

12 13 
 

14 
 

15 
 

16 
 

17 

18  20th Sunday  
  After Pentecost  

 
9:45 am Live  

Streamed Service 
 

AG– Hazel B. 

19 
 
 
 
 

St.  Luke      
the Evangelist 

20 21 
 

Virtual  
Vestry  

Meeting 
7 pm 

22 23 
 
 
 
 

St. James  
of Jerusalem 

24 
 

25  21th Sunday  
  After Pentecost  
 
9:45 am Communion 

Service Live  
Streamed 

 
AG– Mary Jane P. 

26 27 28 
 
 
 
St. Simon &  

St. Jude, 
Apostles 

29 30 31 
 
 
 
 

       

Office Phone #: 410-838-6606 
Email: ChristChrsp@gmail.com 

Office Hours: 
Tuesday—Thursday 

10 am-2pm 
Other times by Appointment 

October 
2020 

Christ Church Rock Spring Parish 
In the Episcopal Diocese 

of Maryland 
2100 Rock Spring Road 

P.O. Box 215 
Forest Hill, MD 21050 



Sunday 
9am Bible Study 
9am Choir Practice 
10am Eucharist 
 

Monday 
9:30am  
     Jazzercise 
7pm AA  

Tuesday 
10am Quilters 
7pm Aerobics 
8:30pm AA 

Wednesday 
9:30am  
    Jazzercise 

Thursday 
7pm Aerobics 
8:30pm AA 
 

Friday 
9:30am  
   Jazzercise 
7 pm AA  
 

Saturday 
9am AA  
 
 

1   All Saints’ Day  
   Daylight Savings                 

Ends 
 

9:45 am Live  
Streamed Service 
AG– Debbie S. 

2 
 

3 
 
 
 
Election Day 

4 5 6 
 

7 

8     23rd Sunday  
   After Pentecost  
 
9:45 am Communion 

Service Live  
Streamed 

 
AG– Molly N. 

9 10 
 

11 
 
 
 
Veterans Day 
 
ECW Meeting 

7 pm 

12 13 14 
 

15   24th Sunday 
After Pentecost 

    
9:45 am Live  

Streamed Service 
 

AG– Melinda C. 

16 
 
 
 

 
 

17 
 

18 
 

19 20 21 

22    Last Sunday 
    After Pentecost  
 
9:45 am Communion   

Service Live 
Streamed 

 
AG– Janet C. 

23 
 

 
 
 
 

24 25 26 27 28 

29   1st Sunday 
       Of Advent 
 

9:45 am Live  
Streamed Service 

 
AG– Debbie S. 

30 
 
 
 
 

St. Andrew 
the Apostle 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

    

       

Office Phone #: 410-838-6606 
Email: ChristChrsp@gmail.com 

Office Hours: 
Tuesday—Thursday 

10 am-2pm 
Other times by Appointment 

November 
2020 

Christ Church Rock Spring Parish 
In the Episcopal Diocese 

of Maryland 
2100 Rock Spring Road 
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