
Memorial Day      
 

Procession to the Cemetery 

 

Gathering Prayer 

Lord God Almighty, in whose Name the founders of this country 

won liberty for themselves and for us, and lit the torch of freedom for nations then unborn: Grant 

that we and all the people of this land may have grace to maintain our liberties in righteousness 

and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Readings 

 

Deuteronomy 10:17-21 

The Lord your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great God, mighty and awesome, who 

is not partial and takes no bribe, who executes justice for the orphan and the widow, and who 

loves the strangers, providing them food and clothing. You shall also love the stranger, for you 

were strangers in the land of Egypt. You shall fear the Lord your God; him alone you shall 

worship; to him you shall hold fast, and by his name you shall swear. He is your praise; he is 

your God, who has done for you these great and awesome things that your own eyes have seen. 

 

Psalm 23    King James Version 

The Lord is my shepherd; * 

I shall not want. 

He maketh me to lie down in green pastures; * 

he leadeth me beside the still waters. 

He restoreth my soul; * 

he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his 

Name’s sake. 

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 

I will fear no evil; * 

for thou art with me; 

thy rod and thy staff, they comfort me. 

Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of 

mine enemies; * 

thou anointest my head with oil; 

my cup runneth over. 

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days 

of my life, * 

and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. 

 

Matthew 5:43-48 

Jesus said, “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your 

enemy.’ But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so that you 

may be children of your Father in heaven; for he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, 

and sends rain on the righteous and on the unrighteous. For if you love those who love you, what 



reward do you have? Do not even the tax collectors do the same? And if you greet only your 

brothers and sisters, what more are you doing than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same? 

Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.” 

 

Prayer for our Country 

Lord God Almighty, you have made all the peoples of the 

earth for your glory, to serve you in freedom and in peace: 

Give to the people of our country a zeal for justice and the 

strength of forbearance, that we may use our liberty in 

accordance with your gracious will; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Patriotic Hymn 

God bless our native land; 

firm may she ever stand 

through storm and night: 

when the wild tempests rave, 

ruler of wind and wave, 

do thou our country save 

by thy great might. 

 

For her our prayers shall rise 

to God, above the skies; 

on him we wait; 

thou who art ever nigh, 

guarding with watchful eye, 

to thee aloud we cry, 

God save the state! 
Music: America, from Thesaurus Musicus, 1745 

 

 

 



 

Gettysburg Address 

Four score and seven years ago our fathers brought forth on this continent, a new nation, 

conceived in Liberty, and dedicated to the proposition that all men are created equal. 

 

Now we are engaged in a great civil war, testing whether that nation, or any nation so conceived 

and so dedicated, can long endure. We are met on a great battle-field of that war. We have come 

to dedicate a portion of that field, as a final resting place for those who here gave their lives that 

that nation might live. It is altogether fitting and proper that we should do this. 

 

But, in a larger sense, we can not dedicate -- we can not consecrate -- we can not hallow -- this 

ground. The brave men, living and dead, who struggled here, have consecrated it, far above our 

poor power to add or detract. The world will little note, nor long remember what we say here, but 

it can never forget what they did here. It is for us the living, rather, to be dedicated here to the 

unfinished work which they who fought here have thus far so nobly advanced. It is rather for us 

to be here dedicated to the great task remaining before us -- that from these honored dead we 

take increased devotion to that cause for which they gave the last full measure of devotion -- that 

we here highly resolve that these dead shall not have died in vain -- that this nation, under God, 

shall have a new birth of freedom -- and that government of the people, by the people, for the 

people, shall not perish from the earth. 

Abraham Lincoln 

November 19, 1863 

 

Pledge of Allegiance 

I pledge allegiance to the flag  

of the United States of America,  

and to the republic for which it stands,  

one nation under God, indivisible,  

with liberty and justice for all. 

 

Remembrance of the Departed Veterans 

O Judge of the nations, we remember before you with grateful 

hearts the men and women of our country who in the day of 

decision ventured much for the liberties we now enjoy. Grant 

that we may not rest until all the people of this land share the 

benefits of true freedom and gladly accept its disciplines. This 

we ask in the Name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

The Bell Tolls 

 

Closing Prayer 

Father of all, we pray to you for those we love, but see no 

longer: Grant them your peace; let light perpetual shine upon 

them; and, in your loving wisdom and almighty power, work 

in them the good purpose of your perfect will; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 



 

Patriotic Hymn 

O beautiful for spacious skies, 

for amber waves of grain, 

for purple mountain majesties 

above the fruited plain! 

America! America! 

God shed his grace on thee, 

and crown thy good with brotherhood 

from sea to shining sea. 

 

O beautiful for heroes proved 

in liberating strife, 

who more than self their country loved, 

and mercy more than life! 

America! America! 

God mend thine every flaw, 

confirm thy soul in self-control, 

thy liberty in law. 

 

O beautiful for patriot dream 

that sees beyond the years 

thine alabaster cities gleam, 

undimmed by human tears! 

America! America! 

God shed his grace on thee, 

and crown thy good with brotherhood 

from sea to shining sea. 
Music: Materna, Samuel Augustus Ward (1848-1903) 

 

Procession Out of the Cemetery         Amazing Grace 

 

 

 

 
 


