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BISC: Bringing Loved Ones Together
Let’s say you’re a seafarer from India,
the Philippines, Eastern Europe. Your
parents or adult children or brother or
sister has settled in the U.S., somewhere east of the Missisippi, and you
haven’t seen them for ten years. Now
they’re thrilled to learn that your vessel
will dock soon in Baltimore. But will you
get to see them?

It’s tough to coordinate
Three brothers appreciated BISC escort on board a coal ship
schedules, especially
to visit their father. Another family’s plans to board a coal ship
if your vessel’s arrival
had to be canceled: that vessel was delayed several days, and
date keeps changing.
the seafarer’s three sisters had to return to their jobs in New
Jersey. BISC did deliver the family’s gifts to the brother.
And even if you can
get time off and they’re
parked right outside your terminal, you need a security escort to
get from your vessel to the terminal gate. So you’ll probably contact BISC with a list of questions
and a request for free escort. And
whenever we can, we help families reunite—sometimes as many
as four in one week.
An hour of lastminute paperwork issues
preceded this
happy on-board
visit.

If your work schedule or visa
With BISC’s help, this seafarer saw his sister for
status doesn’t allow you to leave the first time in seven years—twice during his two
days in port. Another brother-sister pair this past
the vessel, the reunion’s more
complicated. In order to enter the winter was less fortunate: ship schedule changes
and a snowy forecast limited their reunion to
terminal and board the vessel,
twenty minutes.
your loved ones need extensive
paperwork, and security escort. Again, BISC personnel will help with information (40 emails in one case!) and security procedures. Ship agents and
security personnel work with us to make this happen. We love bringing
loved ones together! Want to help? Please turn the page to learn more
about volunteering.

See our photos in color at
https://www.facebook.com/BaltSeafarers
				
—and then “like” us!

What the Future Might Hold

Reflecting on my Port of Baltimore experience and the End of Seminary
By Rev. Joe Zollickoffer

What might the future hold? This question
arises for all of us at times—certainly for me,
as I leave seminary and anticipate the beginning of my call as Rector of Holy Trinity
Episcopal Church in Churchville, MD. Within
this season of discernment, I’ve also been
thinking about the future of seafarer ministry.
This might come as a shock, but seminary
does not prepare students for this type of
work. The traditional parish setting is still the
norm, even in a world where more and more
priests, pastors, and ministers have to think
and work creatively, “outside the box.”

Joe (wearing ID tags) visiting a crew.

In my final semester, I joined a group of others who have found a call to chaplaincy.
The five of us represented college/university, first responder, hospital, military, and
port ministry. Our hope is to provide a resource for future seminarians who want to
explore chaplaincy. I interviewed several port chaplains, beginning with the Rev.
Mary Davisson of BISC, to gather commonalities across denominational and geographical lines. This, along with theological and historical research, will culminate in
a chapter on port ministry.
This work has been tremendously rewarding, but also eye-opening. Even in my
group of fellow chaplains, my form (port ministry) is the most unusual. As I explained
our daily ministry in the Port of Baltimore, as well as the challenges, I could see their
minds churning and eyes opening. They, like most of us, never think about how
we receive the goods we use – the clothes we wear, the laptops we’re using, even
some of the food we eat.
As much as I love visiting seafarers on ships and attending to their practical needs,
I equally enjoy informing people about the lives they live and the services they
provide us. In reality, we are in a deep relationship with seafarers: a relationship
that is, unfortunately, very one-sided. Our comforts in life depend on the work of the
men and women who leave behind families and spend months on end at sea for
our benefit. I hope to share that reality, both by contributing to resources for seminaries, and by preaching wherever God calls me. All of us involved in port ministry
need to work toward its future health and growth.
My North American Maritime Ministry Association internship in summer 2018 was
transformative. I, like those who I speak to about this ministry, knew little about the
port and the life of seafarers. I thank God for bringing me here, and for the blessing of Mary and all who volunteer.
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BISC needs YOU!
Please write BaltSeafarers@aol.com or call 410-685-1240. Volunteers should be: willing to respect all cultures, able to climb gangways, willing to drive an 11-passenger van, able to commit to
a regular weekly shift, able to pass a background check, and willing to follow security procedures.

Baltimore International Seafarers’ Center

Pastoral Care in Pictures
We’re delighted to share pictures of
our work when we can. Distributing
Holy Week palms, for example, offered several photo ops.

But when we provide confidential
help, we don’t photograph individuals.
A family member of a seafarer with
cell phone issues was desperate to
make contact about an emergency
situation, and BISC boarded his vessel twice to make that happen. Another crew contacted us via the ship’s
agent about the sad death of a crew
member, and chaplains of several
denominations coordinated to provide
days of pastoral care.

BISC Staff

Director:
The Rev. Mary H.T. Davisson
Associate Chaplain (volunteer):
Allene Taylor
Baltimore Baptist Association
Chaplain:
Pastor Don Bryant
Seafarers International House
Chaplain:
Pastor Bob Schmitt
Contract ship visitor:
Joe Zollickoffer

This phone—and the volunteer
carrying it—worked till almost
midnight so a seafarer could
consult with his family about an
emergency.

Treasurer:
John Thompson
Bookkeeper:
Bruce Polanowski
Office volunteers:
The Rev. Tony Hollis
Volunteer ship visitors:
Sunil Ahluwalia, Fred Craig,
Rich Douglas, Capt. Mike Flanagan, Bob Garske, Art Guyton,
Carole Hires, Dick Hires, The
Rev. Linda Hollis, Tim Martin,
Rich Roca, Lee Van Koten
St. Nicholas’ Bag Newsletter:
Editor-in-Chief: Mary Davisson
Design and Production: John
Davisson
Facebook Administrator:
Sarah Miranda

These crew members were happy to be photographed after receiving palms from BISC.

Website Administrator:
Mercy Kariuki

Pots and Potholes

Does shore leave matter to mental health? A
vessel captain transported by a BISC chaplain
recently shed new light on that question. “I try
to arrange time ashore for my crew whenever
I can,” he said. “Even our food tastes better
after the cook has had some time ashore!”
Good cooking means good
Seafarers who have had to wait months for
crew morale!
shore leave are eager for BISC’s help. But
every ride we provide comes with a cost. In 2018, our combined
gasoline, tolls, vehicle maintenance, and insurance expenses totaled
about $46,000. So please send your check to the Baltimore International Seafarers’ Center, 1430 Wallace St., Baltimore MD 21230,
or visit BaltSeafarers.org to donate via Paypal. Thank you!
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One of the hundreds
of potholes our vans
encounter daily.
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BISC

Baltimore International
Seafarers’ Center

Current Board membership:
President:
Capt. Michael Reagoso McAllister Towing
of Baltimore, Inc.
Vice-President:
Michael Derby
Wallenius Wilhelmsen Ocean
Treasurer (non-voting):
John Thompson
Secretary:
Edward Moos
Moran Towing Corporation
Members:
The Rev. Scott Bellows
St. David’s Church, Baltimore
Capt. Michael Flanagan
Association of Maryland Pilots
Mark Schmidt
Ports America Chesapeake

Partnership, in Our Port
and Beyond
Director Mary Davisson’s
preaching and speaking
sites during the first half of
2019 included the Church
of the Redemption in Locust
Point, St. Anne’s Annapolis,
St. Thomas’ Towson, and
Church of the Messiah in
Baltimore. She also gave invocations at the annual Traffic Club of Baltimore dinner
and at Baltimore’s National
Maritime Day observance on
board the N.S. Savannah.
Mary addressed a lively group at St.
Anne’s Annapolis in March.

Douglas Stevenson Esq.
Center for Seafarers’ Rights, Seamen’s
Church Institute of New York and New Jersey
Allene Taylor
Volunteer Associate Chaplain, BISC
Leland Van Koten Esq.
Volunteer ship visitor, BISC
Gregory Waidlich
Atlantic Container Line

Mission to Seafarers’ Ben Bailey (far right), who visited BISC all
the way from the U.K., posed with Seafarers International House
Chaplain Bob Schmitt and volunteers Dick and Carole Hires.
MtS supports the ministry of Chaplains Don Bryant and Joe
Zollickoffer in our port.

FUMIGATION
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North American
Maritime Ministry
Association Executive Director Jason
Zuidema with Mary
on board the N.S.
Savannah in May.

Baltimore International Seafarers’ Center

Registration coming soon!
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Thank You, Thank You, Thank You!

BISC offers special thanks to
our 2019 leadership donors
(through the end of May): The
Rev. Linda Boyd, St. Mark’s
Episcopal Church Highland,
Propeller Club of Baltimore,
Capt. Christopher Yearwood,
The Rev. Mary Davisson, Free
State Marine, the Episcopal
Diocese of Maryland, the Mission to Seafarers (see p. 4),
Help comes in many forms! We thank Wallenius Wilhelmsen’s Body
Mr. Richard and Ms. Christine Shop Department for re-painting our Chevrolet van, helping to ensure
many more years of service to seafarers.
Shea.
And thank you to Sherwood Parish
We’re also very grateful to:
in Cockeysville for initiating our
Mr. Hamilton and Ms. Susan
first-ever “Valentine Goodie Bag”
Whitman, Vessel Operations
project. Cookies from several
LLC, Mr. Craig and Ms. Janet
Lutheran congregations were also
much appreciated.
Merson, Mr. Bryce Turner, Ms.
Janice Hulse, The Dempster
Charitable Giving Fund of the T. Rowe Price Program for
Charitable Giving, Ms. Sidney Turner in honor of BISC volunteer Lee Van Koten, Mr. William and Ms. Catherine Taylor
in honor of BISC volunteer Tom Taylor, Mr. Richard and Ms.
Virginia Patterson, Ms.
Jane Clark, New Hope
Lutheran in Columbia, Mr.
Ryan Byrd, Church of the Ascension (Street, MD), The
Rev. Joanna White, Mr. Scott and Ms. Patricia Cullison, The Rev. John Cassell, Mr. Nicholas Porter, Ms.
Alice Bockman, Col. Sheldon and Ms. Anne Slater, Ms.
Helen Wheeler, Christus Victor Lutheran Church, Mr.
Henry and Ms. Joanne Dow, Mr. Edward T. Bedford, Mr.
James M. Johnstone, John S. Connor, Inc.
BISC supporters enjoy lovely
weather while boarding the Raven.
(More info about this boat at
www.yachtchartersonthebay.com.)
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Great food from Hunt Valley Catering, great views from the top deck!

Additionally, we deeply appreciate the best-ever level
of sponsorship for our 2019 Harbor Cruise. Our Event
Sponsors led the way: The Revs. Linda and Tony Hollis,
Catonsville Presbyterian Church, McAllister Towing of
Baltimore, Ports America Chesapeake. Generous support also came from our Admirals: General Ship Repair,
ILA Local 953, Propeller Club of Baltimore, Wallenius
Wilhelmsen. Our fine roster of Captains includes Association of Maryland Pilots, Atlantic Container Line,
The Rev. Scott Bellows, Maryland Port Administration,
Moran Baltimore, Rukert Terminals, Steamship Trade
Association of Baltimore, Douglas Stevenson, Esq.,
Ms. Allene Taylor, and Tradepoint Atlantic. Our Ensigns
were Church of the Redeemer, Host Agency, and Terminal Shipping Company, and our Seamen were John
S. Connor and Mr. Robert Garske. We also thank Bill
McAllen for sharing his photos. Thank you, one and all!

Baltimore International Seafarers’ Center

31/2 lbs

--“I haven’t spent Christmas at home for eight years. I try to get vacation then, but the
company can’t find a reliever for me.”
--“Thank you for bringing us Christmas boxes. No one on our vessel had time to buy anything for Christmas.”
--“I can’t call home now [a few days after Christmas]. It’s one A.M. in the Philippines. We
have two little children, and my wife will be sound asleep. But I have two hours free to go
online at your center and see my family’s Christmas pictures on Facebook.”

31/2 lbs

31/2 lbs

Comfort and Joy: From Donors to Volunteers to Crews

Christmas is also the hardest time of year
for BISC’s hard-working volunteers! How to
keep gifts moving from your car to our storeroom to our vans to vessel gangways—and
keep enough energy for homesick seafarers
who need us to be at our best?
TWO thousand thanks to those who keep
their boxes under 3 ½ pounds, so we can carry bags of 5 gifts each. Please omit hardback
books, buy shampoos etc. in small sizes only, and focus on the following:
>Paperback New Testament in easy English. (If your workplace won’t permit Bibles, an
uplifting calendar is encouraged.)

31/2 lbs

31/2 lbs

Christmas is the hardest time of year for
Christmas
seafarers. A thousand
thousand thanks
thanks to
to those
those who
who proprovided
1700
Christmas
for to
usdisto
vided overover
1600
Christmas
giftsgifts
for us
distribute
in the
in 2018.
tribute in the
portport
in 2016.

>A warm hat.

Please wrap shoeboxes (not oversized)
securely, with no bulky decorations. You can
also line dollar-store boxes with red or green
tissue (so contents will be a surprise); secure
lids with tape. Ditty bags are a third option, if
they can be closed tight.
Please call 410-685-1240 to make sure
someone will be in the office to receive your
generous deliveries. And know that seafarers
around the world will bless you!

31/2 lbs

31/2 lbs

>And some of the following (you choose!):
post cards of Baltimore or D.C., warm socks,
warm gloves, playing cards, pen and pad,
flash drive, small sealed toiletries (gender-neutral or men’s), such as quality lip
balm, hand cream, etc. No food, please.

Volunteer Dick Hires offers ibuprofen
to volunteer Carole Hires, who is
struggling with overweight packages.

31/2 lbs (or less!)
St. Nicholas’ Bag — Summer 2019
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The Baltimore International Seafarers’ Center
1430 Wallace Street | Baltimore, MD 21230
410.685.1240 | baltseafarers@aol.com | www.baltseafarers.org
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BISC deeply regrets to announce
the death of James Ridenour, a
faithful volunteer ship visitor. An
active member of the Cathedral
of the Incarnation, Jim also drew
on his professional experience in
development to promote BISC’s
annual Harbor Cruise.

Volunteer Fred Craig was recently elected as a Signature Member in the American Society of Marine Artists. Congratulations, Fred! BISC volunteers comprise
an impressive and diverse crew.

