
EASTER	VIGIL	
Light	a	bonfire	outside	or	fire	in	your	fireplace.	

Read	the	following	in	unison:	

	
Rejoice	now,	heavenly	hosts	and	choirs	of	angels,	
and	let	your	trumpets	shout	Salvation	
for	the	victory	of	our	mighty	King.	
Rejoice	and	sing	now,	all	the	round	earth,	
bright	with	a	glorious	splendor,	
for	darkness	has	been	vanquished	by	our	eternal	King.	
Rejoice	and	be	glad	now,	Mother	Church,	
and	let	your	holy	courts,	in	radiant	light,	
resound	with	the	praises	of	your	people.	

	

Exodus	14:10-31;	15:20-21	(optionally	in	parts)	
	
Narrator:	As	Pharaoh	drew	near,	the	Israelites	looked	back,	and	there	were	the	Egyptians	
advancing	on	them.	In	great	fear	the	Israelites	cried	out	to	the	LORD.	They	said	to	Moses,		
All:	"Was	it	because	there	were	no	graves	in	Egypt	that	you	have	taken	us	away	to	die	in	the	
wilderness?	What	have	you	done	to	us,	bringing	us	out	of	Egypt?	Is	this	not	the	very	thing	
we	told	you	in	Egypt,	'Let	us	alone	and	let	us	serve	the	Egyptians'?	For	it	would	have	been	
better	for	us	to	serve	the	Egyptians	than	to	die	in	the	wilderness."		
Narrator:	But	Moses	said	to	the	people,		
Moses:	"Do	not	be	afraid,	stand	firm,	and	see	the	deliverance	that	the	LORD	will	accomplish	
for	you	today;	for	the	Egyptians	whom	you	see	today	you	shall	never	see	again.	The	LORD	
will	fight	for	you,	and	you	have	only	to	keep	still."	
Narrator:	Then	the	LORD	said	to	Moses,		
God:	"Why	do	you	cry	out	to	me?	Tell	the	Israelites	to	go	forward.	But	you	lift	up	your	staff,	
and	stretch	out	your	hand	over	the	sea	and	divide	it,	that	the	Israelites	may	go	into	the	sea	
on	dry	ground.	Then	I	will	harden	the	hearts	of	the	Egyptians	so	that	they	will	go	in	after	
them;	and	so	I	will	gain	glory	for	myself	over	Pharaoh	and	all	his	army,	his	chariots,	and	his	
chariot	drivers.	And	the	Egyptians	shall	know	that	I	am	the	LORD,	when	I	have	gained	glory	
for	myself	over	Pharaoh,	his	chariots,	and	his	chariot	drivers."	
Narrator:	The	angel	of	God	who	was	going	before	the	Israelite	army	moved	and	went	
behind	them;	and	the	pillar	of	cloud	moved	from	in	front	of	them	and	took	its	place	behind	
them.	It	came	between	the	army	of	Egypt	and	the	army	of	Israel.	And	so	the	cloud	was	there	
with	the	darkness,	and	it	lit	up	the	night;	one	did	not	come	near	the	other	all	night.	Then	
Moses	stretched	out	his	hand	over	the	sea.	The	LORD	drove	the	sea	back	by	a	strong	east	
wind	all	night,	and	turned	the	sea	into	dry	land;	and	the	waters	were	divided.	The	Israelites	
went	into	the	sea	on	dry	ground,	the	waters	forming	a	wall	for	them	on	their	right	and	on	



their	left.	The	Egyptians	pursued,	and	went	into	the	sea	after	them,	all	of	Pharaoh's	horses,	
chariots,	and	chariot	drivers.	At	the	morning	watch	the	LORD	in	the	pillar	of	fire	and	cloud	
looked	down	upon	the	Egyptian	army,	and	threw	the	Egyptian	army	into	panic.	He	clogged	
their	chariot	wheels	so	that	they	turned	with	difficulty.	The	Egyptians	said,		
All:	"Let	us	flee	from	the	Israelites,	for	the	LORD	is	fighting	for	them	against	Egypt."	
Narrator:	Then	the	LORD	said	to	Moses,		
God:	"Stretch	out	your	hand	over	the	sea,	so	that	the	water	may	come	back	upon	the	
Egyptians,	upon	their	chariots	and	chariot	drivers."		
Narrator:	So	Moses	stretched	out	his	hand	over	the	sea,	and	at	dawn	the	sea	returned	to	its	
normal	depth.	As	the	Egyptians	fled	before	it,	the	LORD	tossed	the	Egyptians	into	the	sea.	
The	waters	returned	and	covered	the	chariots	and	the	chariot	drivers,	the	entire	army	of	
Pharaoh	that	had	followed	them	into	the	sea;	not	one	of	them	remained.	But	the	Israelites	
walked	on	dry	ground	through	the	sea,	the	waters	forming	a	wall	for	them	on	their	right	
and	on	their	left.	
Thus	the	LORD	saved	Israel	that	day	from	the	Egyptians;	and	Israel	saw	the	Egyptians	dead	
on	the	seashore.	Israel	saw	the	great	work	that	the	LORD	did	against	the	Egyptians.	So	the	
people	feared	the	LORD	and	believed	in	the	LORD	and	in	his	servant	Moses.	Then	the	prophet	
Miriam,	Aaron's	sister,	took	a	tambourine	in	her	hand;	and	all	the	women	went	out	after	
her	with	tambourines	and	with	dancing.	And	Miriam	sang	to	them:	
Miriam:	"Sing	to	the	LORD,	for	he	has	triumphed	gloriously;	horse	and	rider	he	has	thrown	
into	the	sea."	
	

Reflections:	

• Share	or	recall	a	personal	story	of	an	arduous	journey.	
• Share	or	recall	a	personal	story	of	deliverance.	
• Share	or	recall	a	personal	story	of	victory.	

	
Renewal	of	Baptismal	Covenant:	
Leader						Do	you	believe	in	God	the	Father?	
People							I	believe	in	God,	the	Father	almighty,	
																			creator	of	heaven	and	earth.	
Leader						Do	you	believe	in	Jesus	Christ,	the	Son	of	God?	
People							I	believe	in	Jesus	Christ,	his	only	Son,	our	Lord.	
																		He	was	conceived	by	the	power	of	the	Holy	Spirit	
																					and	born	of	the	Virgin	Mary.	
																		He	suffered	under	Pontius	Pilate,	
																					was	crucified,	died,	and	was	buried.	
																		He	descended	to	the	dead.	
																		On	the	third	day	he	rose	again.	
																		He	ascended	into	heaven,	
																					and	is	seated	at	the	right	hand	of	the	Father.	
																		He	will	come	again	to	judge	the	living	and	the	dead.	
Leader						Do	you	believe	in	God	the	Holy	Spirit?	
People						I	believe	in	the	Holy	Spirit,	



																		the	holy	catholic	Church,	
																		the	communion	of	saints,	
																		the	forgiveness	of	sins,	
																		the	resurrection	of	the	body,	
																		and	the	life	everlasting.	
Leader						Will	you	continue	in	the	apostles'	teaching	and	
															fellowship,	in	the	breaking	of	bread,	and	in	the	prayers?	
People							I	will,	with	God's	help.	
Leader						Will	you	persevere	in	resisting	evil,	and,	whenever	
															you	fall	into	sin,	repent	and	return	to	the	Lord?	
People							I	will,	with	God's	help.	
Leader						Will	you	proclaim	by	word	and	example	the	Good	
															News	of	God	in	Christ?	
People							I	will,	with	God's	help.	
Leader						Will	you	seek	and	serve	Christ	in	all	persons,	loving	
															your	neighbor	as	yourself?	
People							I	will,	with	God's	help.	
Leader						Will	you	strive	for	justice	and	peace	among	all	
															people,	and	respect	the	dignity	of	every	human	being?	
People							I	will,	with	God's	help.	
	

The	Lord’s	Prayer	

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


