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of the Episcopal Church THE ACTS OF CONVENTION 1976-2015
Resolution Number : 2006-A123

Title: Study Economic Benefits Derived from Slavery

L egislative Action Taken: Concurred as Amended

Final Text:

Resolved, That the 75th General Convention of The Episcopal Church declareunequivocally
that theinstitution of davery in the United States and anywhere elsein the world, based as
it ison “ownership” of some persons by other persons, was and isa sin and a fundamental
betrayal of the humanity of all per sonswho wereinvolved, asin that continuesto plague our
common lifein the Church and our culture; and beit further

Resolved, That TheEpiscopal Church acknowledgeitshistory of participationinthissin
and the deep and lasting injury which the institution of davery and its aftermath have
inflicted on society and on the Church; and beit further

Resolved, That we express our most profound regret that (a) The Episcopal Church lent the
institution of dlavery its support and justification based on Scripture, and (b) after savery
was formally abolished, The Episcopal Church continued for at least a century to support
dejureand de facto segregation and discrimination; and be it further

Resolved, That The Episcopal Church apologize for its complicity in and the injury done by
the institution of davery and its aftermath; we repent of this sin and ask God’s grace and
forgiveness; and be it further

Resolved, That the 75th General Convention of The Episcopal Church through the

Executive Council urgently initiate a comprehensive program and urge every Diocese to
collect and document during the next triennium detailed information in its community on
(a) thecomplicity of The Episcopal Church in theinstitution of Savery and in the

subsequent history of segregation and discrimination and (b) the economic benefits The
Episcopal Churchderived from theinstitution of slavery; and direct the Committeeon
Anti-Racism tomonitor this program and report to Executive Council each year by

March 31 on the progress in each Diocese; and beit further

Resolved, That to enable usas people of God to makeafull, faithful and infor med accounting
of our history, the 75th General Convention of The Episcopal Church direct the Committee
on Anti-Racism to study and report to Executive Council by March 31, 2008, which in turn
will report to the 76th General Convention, on how the Church can be “therepairer of the
breach” (Isaiah 58:12), both materially and relationally, and achieve the spiritual healing
and reconciliation that will lead usto a new lifein Christ; and beit further

Resolved, That to mark the commencement of thisprogram the Presiding Bishop isrequested
tonameaDay of Repentanceand on that day to hold a Service of Repentanceat the National
Cathedral, and each Dioceseisrequested to hold a similar service.
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Resolution Number : 2006-A127

Title: Endorse Restorative Justice and Anti-Racism

L egislative Action Taken: Concurred as Amended

Final Text:

Resolved, That the 75th General Convention of The Episcopal Church endorsethe

principlesof restorative justice, an important tool in implementing a neutral articulation of
the self-examination and amendment of life that is required to fulfill our baptismal

covenant; and beit further

Resolved, That the 75th Convention, in support of and to enhance Resolution A123, call upon
theAnti-Racism Committee of Executive Council to design a study and dialogue pr ocessand
materials in order to engage the people of The Episcopal Church in storytelling about
historical and present-day privilege and under-privilege as well as discernment towards
restorative justice and the call to fully liveinto our baptismal covenant; and be it further

Resolved, That in the spirit of inclusion, dioceses also beinvited to determine whether their
call isto conduct truth and reconciliation processesin regard to other historiesand legacies
of racial discrimination and oppression that may be applicable in their geographic area,
while not diminishing the strong call to focus on the history and legacy of slavery; and be it
further

Resolved, That the dioceses will give a progress report to the Anti-Racism Committee. The
Anti-Racism Committee will report their findings and recommendations to the Standing
Commission on National Concerns and to Executive Council and to the 76th General
Convention; and beit further

Resolved, That the Chur ch hold befor eitself thevision of a Church without racism; a Church
for all races.
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Resolution Number : 2006-C011

Title: Support Legislation for Reparations for Slavery

L egislative Action Taken: Concurred as Amended

Final Text:

Resolved, That the 75th General Convention, affirming our commitments to become a
transformed, anti-racist church and towork toward healing, reconciliation, and arestoration
of wholenessto the family of God, urge the Church at every level to call upon Congressand
the American peopleto support legisation initiating study of and dialogue about the history
and legacy of slavery in the United Statesand of proposalsfor monetary and non-monetary
reparations to the descendants of the victims of slavery.
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Appendix D — General Convention Resolutions



	2006-A123
	2006-A127
	2006-C011



